“MORETON MESSENGER”  Issue no. 6
 December 2009 / January 2010             
 An update from the Moreton Village Hall Committee
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 Village Hall News

Coffee and Book Mornings
These take place 10am to 12noon on the  4th Saturday of the month at the Village Hall. If you haven’t yet made it down to the village hall on the Book/Coffee Saturday, try to make the January 23rd event – we’ll be having a mammoth January Sale so don’t miss out 
Parents and Toddlers  -  SureStart Sessions   

10am till 11am Every Friday  until December 18th – resuming 15th  January 
This has proved to be a success with over 10 mums and 15 toddlers attending. 
If you are  a parent, parent to be, grandparent or caring for a child under 4.5years and have not yet been down to the village hall for  this great session – then make the effort and come along in December and see what you have been missing.  We need to keep up the numbers to ensure this valuable service continues in 2010
More information from Surestart on 01929 463220
Age concern –  nail clipping service

Not such a headline grabbing service – but essential for many elderly people (although it is available to all over the age of 50!) Age concern provide this service on a not for profit basis, charging just £8.50 per session (a huge saving on private practice prices) 

Currently Age Concern operates in Bere Regis, Wool and Dorchester but their clinics at these locations are getting full. They are interested in using Moreton Village Hall – but once again, we need to know if there is sufficient demand. If you, or anyone you know, would use this service, could you contact Maeve (01929 463221) so we can give Age Concern estimated numbers and hopefully get this organised early in 2010
Yoga Classes
Still trying to get this organised. If you would be interested in classes and have not yet notified Maeve, could you please give her a ring 01929 463221 or e mail moretonvillagehall@talktalk.net.                      
Dogs Without Collars Evening (held 23rd October 2009)
Our thanks to everyone involved in making this THE event of the year. We sold all the tickets, and even managed to squeeze in one more table to meet  demand.
Over 100 people came along to the event and we raised nearly £900 for the village hall maintenance fund.  Good company, good food, good wine and great music, who could ask for more – oh yes – great dancing too. (Well, by some of us!) We all had a great time and (by popular demand) hope to repeat this next year. Be warned though, it will be a very popular event so, as soon as it is advertised

                    “BOOK EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT”.

The Watercress Company, Waddock

The pure water from naturally occurring artesian wells all around this area makes it an ideal location for watercress production.
There have been watercress beds at Waddock since the 1930s when the Barter family started work on the 12 acre site at Waddock. The work was completed during World War II using Prisoner of War labour. The Jesty family took over the site and originally operated  from the buildings at the rear of  those now occupied by Wessex Trailers, only moving into the current buildings during the 1980s.

It continued to be an independent family run business until 1994   when, together with sites in Tincleton, Warmwell and Turnerspuddle,  it became part of the newly formed ‘ The Watercress Company’ which owns 12 farms across Dorset and Hampshire (and one each  in Spain and Florida to provide continuity of supply during the UK winter)

The Spanish site provides all the watercress seeds for the UK sites. These are planted in propagation units in early February, and, as seedlings, spread evenly over the watercress beds on a weekly basis from the end of February until the first harvest in April.  The weekly plantings ensure a continuous harvest  and the  watercress is cut daily to ensure freshness. The beds provide 6 or 7 crops a year. 

Since 1994, salad crops – spinach, baby leaf lettuce etc – have  been grown on a small scale at Waddock

Waddock is the distribution centre for the Dorset farms and the bulk of the crop is fast chilled and dispatched  to  supermarket packaging centres within 6 -12 hours of  cutting. About 3 years ago, in response to local demand, Waddock started supplying local Dorset businesses with watercress and salad crops.  So the watercress on your plate in a local restaurant is probably from Waddock!
Several of the staff at Waddock have worked there   ‘man and boy’ for over 40years; and Tim and his father Bill Jesty are still very much involved with the company. There are seasonal  jobs available every year –  (students and school leavers  take note!) 

The Watercress Company   is keen to be involved in the local community and has generously supported local events. Waddock Watercress Farm kindly donated watercress for our Village Hall September Spectacular. 

Its interesting to note that The Watercress Company site in Arlesford, Hampshire holds an annual Watercress Festival on the 3rd Sunday in May. This is a  very popular local event with the crowning of the Watercress King and Queen; street entertainment, dancing and assorted craft stalls. ………..I’m feeling inspired here…………perhaps we could follow suit. Waddock Watercress Fest has such a good ring to it!

For more information visit www.thewatercresscompany.co.uk
      Moreton Village Hall Contact details:   Catherine (Chairman) 01929 462667 

             Maeve      (Secretary) 01929 463221

                                                                  Janet        (Bookings) 0750051268
MORETON VILLAGE  HALL AND PLAYING FIELDS – available for hire

for all the events that you don’t want or can’t have at home.

Hall rates - £8 for the first hour and £7 per hour thereafter. The Playing Field can only be hired together with the hall and is an additional £2 per hour.  The smaller Stage room is available at £6 for the first hour and £5 per hour thereafter.

Phone Janet  07500512680  to book
Congratulations

One Moreton resident had a very special event recently– Ada Dudman celebrated her 100th birthday in October.  

Ada was originally from Devon but came to Dorset when her then fiancé Tom obtained work with shire horses at Coombe Keynes. Ada worked and ‘lived-in’ at Coombe Keynes vicarage and was married to Tom from there. They moved to Moreton from East Lulworth in 1941 – as it was deemed to be too dangerous to remain in Lulworth.

Tom originally worked on the Moreton Farm for Archie Kellaway and the couple had a tied cottage in The Street, with an outside toilet and washroom, where Ada brought up 5 children. At that time The Street was well served with the Bakery, operated by the Bedfords, at one end, and the village general stores operated by the Coopers, at the other. Ada’s children attended the Village School, which was just around the corner. When Tom changed jobs to work inside on boilers at Bovington, the family had to leave the tied cottage and move into the one next door! Tom was a keen gardener and grew both vegetables and flowers - frequently winning prizes at the annual Moreton Flower Show. 

Things were very different then. Ada and Tom thought nothing of walking to Weymouth to watch the wrestling. The Village Hall provided social events from dances to jumble sales and the playing field had celebrations from bonfire nights, to the Coronation with a fancy dress competition. 

All Ada’s children were married at the church in Moreton and her 13 grandchildren have all been christened there.  Ada has 15 great grandchildren and has travelled to North Carolina, America, to visit one grandson who has settled there. Her one great great grand child lives more locally at Salisbury 

Ada is still an avid reader and enjoys completing word puzzles. She still visits the Frampton Arms most weeks for a meal. Over 150 friends and relatives joined her at the Frampton to celebrate her birthday. She asked that donations be made to the Heart Foundation in lieu of presents and raised a significant amount for that cause.

Our congratulations and best wishes go to Ada  -  Moreton’s oldest resident. 

(Unless you know of another contender!)

TO RECEIVE THIS ELECTRONICALLY – send your e mail address to moretonvillagehall@talktalk.net and give your postal address so we don’t also deliver the physical copy.  

Suggestions/Contributions for future “Messengers” are most welcome.                                               Thank you

The Messenger appears on the Moreton website
                            www.moretondorset.co.uk (and click on the Lawrence section
Moreton Mince Pie and Mulled Wine ‘Do’

Moreton Messenger readers are cordially invited to 
The Moreton Christmas Celebration at the Village Hall 

Wednesday 16th December from 6.30pm to 9.30pm
If you came last year you’ll know how much everyone enjoyed the Christmas do – munching mince pies, drinking mulled wine, meeting up with old friends and making new ones.  Some even joined in the Christmas Carol singing!
This is for the whole village, to celebrate the progress we have made in improving the village hall. We aim to make it the heart of the village and to increase the number of events held for the village.  Please try and come along and support your Village Hall
Free Entry –  we will be selling raffle tickets and asking for donations to cover the costs,  so please be generous!    Donations of home made mince pies very welcome
We can arrange transport for the elderly or those with specific transport problems.                                                       Please contact Maeve (01929 463221)

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY……………….cut out and stick on the fridge!

PARENTS AND TODDLER SESSION    10am -11am Village Hall
Friday 4th December 2009 
Friday 11th December 2009

Friday 18th December 2009 
CHRISTMAS PARTY Village Hall Wed. 16th December 2009  6.30pm – 9.30pm
See invitation above

SPECIAL BOOK AND COFFEE MORNING       
Saturday January 23rd 2010  10am -12noon Grand January Sale. Not to be missed!     8 books for £1………yes, any 8 for £1

 Come and  relax after the Christmas rush and enjoy a coffee and a chat to dispel any winter blues. Make your book selection from a very large selection of ‘as new’  books. No requirement to ‘swap’ books, just come and buy!

BOOK AND COFFEE MORNINGS  
Back to our normal price of 25p a book – but still an absolute bargain!
Saturday 27th February 2010  10am-12noon 

Saturday 27th March 2010       10am-12noon

Saturday 24th  April 2010         10am-12noon

Our thanks to Tom  at  Waddock Watercress Farm, part of The Watercress Company,  for helping with the production of the Messenger. (see article on page 2)
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