“MORETON MESSENGER”  Issue no. 4

 August/September 2009               
 An update from the Moreton Village Hall Committee

[image: image1.jpg]


 Village Hall News

Coffee and Book Mornings
These take place between 10am and 12noon on the  4th Saturday of the month at the Village Hall. We have a very large stock of ‘as new’ books for just 25p a book, so if you haven’t yet made it down to the village hall on the Book/Coffee Saturday, try to make the August event on 22nd August.  Would you be able to come along if the day or time were different? We welcome your views, so please get in touch. 
SureStart   Friday 25th September
Are you a parent, parent to be, grandparent or caring for a child under 5?

If so, you might be interested in something we are trying to get established on a regular basis at the village hall. 
Have you heard about SureStart Children’s Centres? Would you like to know how SureStart support families to give children the best possibly start in life?
Some of the services provided are:

· Stay and play sessions

· Activity sessions for parents and their children

· Information on childcare

· Groups to support families who have a child with additional needs

· Support and advice on breastfeeding, weaning, behaviour and sleeping

· Ante-natal support and advice

· Speech and language support

· Music for minis
· Access to a Toy Library

We have arranged an initial ‘Taster’ session at Moreton Village Hall at 11am on Friday 25th September.  Ginny Collings of SureStart will run mini versions of some of the sessions and give you much more detailed information on all that is available. If there is sufficient interest, SureStart will look to organise regular sessions at the village hall at a day/time to suit the majority of parents.

This is a real chance to improve what is on offer in the village and it would be a great loss if it failed to take off for lack of initial support.  Could you please put the date in your diary, and try to attend - to see for yourself what SureStart can offer you. If you cannot attend but are interested, please give Maeve a ring so we can have an idea of likely numbers and preferred days for regular sessions. Ginny can only run regular sessions if we can show that there is a demand – attending the Taster session will show that demand.

If you know of any other parents/carers of under 5 year olds in the village or neighbouring area, please pass on the information, or let Maeve know their details so she can contact them personally.
Yoga Classes
We have the opportunity  to arrange weekly classes from September but would need to have sufficient numbers to make this a viable option for the Yoga tutor. The classes are likely to be for about one and a half hours  (possibly on Tuesday afternoons) at a cost of about £3.50 per session, if bulk booked and paid in advance, or £5.00 per session if paid on the day. Please pass on the information to anyone who may be interested as it would be good to have another regular event at the hall.

Contact  Maeve  if you are interested so we can have an idea of likely numbers. 

Car Boot    Bank Holiday Monday, 31st August        10am -1pm
Yes, it’s that time again. Another Bank Holiday, another Car Boot!  

If you don’t have enough items for your own boot, but have a few SALEABLE things you could donate, please give Maeve a ring to arrange collection for the Village Hall ‘boot’

All proceeds are for the Village Hall Funds.

Sellers from 8.30am - Cars £5, Trailers & Vans £10

Buyers from 10am    - 50p per adult  (Children free)

Please contact Maeve 01929 463221

......................................................................................................................................
The Old Walled Garden at Moreton
In the last issue of the Moreton Messenger we featured Tom and Debra Penny and the Gardens and Plant Centre operating from one half of the Walled Garden 
In this issue we look at the other half of the  old Manor House Walled Gardens.

Charlotte Ruddick, Nigel Pritchard and Sara Mahon set up Dorset Land Skills last summer, and operate a small holding with a big difference on the site.

Charlotte is a local - having lived in Moreton for the last eight years and at Tincleton prior to that.  She met Nigel and Sara when all three were tutors at Kingston Maurward. They left the college to realise their dream of setting up a practical centre to give those with learning difficulties the time they needed to acquire hands on experience, confidence and  practical skills to move into volunteering and real jobs.

They have created a productive vegetable patch  and a bit of a Noah’s Arc in what was an overgrown area of the old Manor House walled garden. Animals on site include two donkeys, two goats, two pigs, guinea pigs, chickens and a rabbit.  
Clients, who suffer from disabilities such as autism, Asperser’s and Down’s syndrome, work with one of the team in small groups. They plant and tend the fruit and vegetable areas,   look after the animals and carry out routine repairs and maintenance to the animal housing and equipment etc.  All this not only gives them real experience and real skills but helps develop social skills and confidence, allowing some to move on to voluntary work and jobs.  There are plans to include basic cooking skills to take the produce they have grown ‘from seed to plate’.  
Charlotte, Nigel and Sara are keen to be involved with village life and village events. They already include some general exterior maintenance of the village hall in their ‘hands on experience’ programme for their clients, and are hoping to hold a special Home Cooked Lunch for older village residents in the autumn.  More details will be available nearer the time on the Village Hall Notice board   and in the Messenger.

Look out for the donkeys at the September Spectacular event on 20th September – they will be there to enjoy your attention and extra grooming (sorry, NOT for riding!)

If you are interested in learning more about the work in this special small holding, contact Charlotte on 07500381467 or visit  them at the September Spectacular.
MORETON VILLAGE  HALL AND PLAYING FIELDS

Available to hire for all the events that you don’t want or can’t have at home.

Hall rates - £8 for the first hour and £7 per hour thereafter. The Playing Field can only be hired together with the hall and is an additional £2 per hour. 

Phone Janet  07500512680  to book
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
August 22nd (Sat)      10am to 12noon BOOK AND COFFEE MORNING (Village Hall)

    Come and enjoy a coffee and a chat whilst you choose from a very large selection of      ‘as new’  books, only 25p each. No requirement to ‘swop’ books, just come and buy!
     …………………………………………………………………………..

     August 31st Bank Holiday Monday 10am - 1pm  CAR BOOT  (Playing Field)
Volunteers needed to help with traffic flow. Contact 01929 463221

………………………………………………………………………………………..

September 20th (Sunday) 1pm SEPTEMBER SPECTACULAR (Playing Field)
 Last years  event was a great success -  this looks like being an annual event. Dog Show, Rounders, Silly Sports, Tug of War, Donkey Corner and Tombola. (Donations needed for Tombola please)  See entry forms for Dog Show & Rounders on page 4
September 25th (Friday) 11am SureStart Taster Event for under 5year olds Please support this event as it may lead to regular sessions at the village hall for the under 5year olds. Please pass the information on to anyone else you know who may be interested.  Just turn up on the day - bring friends, parents, grandparents or carers. 
September 26th (Sat) 10am to 12noon BOOK & COFFEE MORNING (Village Hall)

             …………………………………………………………………………………………

October 23rd (Friday) MUSICAL EVENING (Village Hall)

A joint venture to raise funds for the Village Hall and the Church Organ. Supper and live entertainment provided by ‘Dogs Without Collars’. More details in next Messenger.

   ……………………………………………………………………………………………

October 24th (Sat)    10am to 12noon BOOK AND COFFEE MORNING (Village Hall)
Our thanks to Liz at Moreton Stables and Equestrian Centre for helping with the production of the Messenger. Moreton Stables, high quality livery service and well run, friendly events. Tel 01929 463662
TO RECEIVE THIS ELECTRONICALLY – send your e mail address to moretonvillagehall@talktalk.net and give your postal address so we don’t also deliver the physical copy.  

Suggestions/Contributions for future “Messengers” are most welcome.                                               Thank you

The Messenger appears on the Moreton website
                            www.moretondorset.co.uk (and click on the Lawrence section)
Moreton Village Hall Contact details:   Catherine (Chairman) 01929 462667 
       Maeve      (Secretary) 01929 463221
       Janet        (Bookings) 07500512680

MORETON SEPTEMBER SPECTACULAR (20th September) ENTRY FORMS

 Fun Dog Show Classes From 1.30pm          £1 per entry (Rosettes to 4th Place)

1. Best Puppy (under one year)

7.   Prettiest Bitch
2. Scruffiest Mutt



8.   Best Rescue
3. Best Six Legs



9.   Best Veteran (over 8years)
4. Dog handled by a Junior (under 12)
10. Dog most like its owner 
5. Most Handsome Dog


11. Waggiest Tail
6. Irish Brace (2 most different dogs)
12. Best in Show (1st place dogs only)
MORETON  SEPTEMBER SPECTACULAR 2009   
DOG SHOW ENTRY FORM -

Dogs names(s)…………………………………………….

Owners Name ……………………………………………..

Contact address.Tel no………………………………….

……………………………………………………………….

Classes entered ………
………..
………..
………
……….

(£1 per entry)
MORETON SEPTEMBER SPECTACULAR 2009
ROUNDERS TEAM ENTRY FORM –

Name of Team………………………………………………….

Contact Name………………………………………………….
Address/Tel no. …………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………….

Small entry fee on the day.

E mail to moretonvillagehall@talktalk.net or send with cheque

     (Made payable to Moreton Village Hall) to address below 

 Maeve Sexty, 1 Waddock Farm Cottage, Waddock Cross, Dorchester DT2 8QY
Contacts:  Catherine  01929 462475 or Maeve 01929 463221
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